168         SHAKESPEARE'S BOY ACTORS
I Strain on the resources of the company. If, as has
been suggested by Sir Edmund Chambers (William
Shakespeare, vol. i, p. 3 59), A Midsummer Night's Dream
was played at the wedding of Thomas Berkeley and
Elizabeth Carey at Blackfriars on i9th February 1594,
Sir George Carey's singing-boys would be available
to serve as fairies. So also, if the presentation of The
Tempeft was at the celebrations attending the betrothal
of Elizabeth of Bohemia (1613), there would be no
difficulty in securing the services of royal choir-boys
for the masque. It is possible also that one or two
boys from the company were placed among the pressed
men in order to give them cues for movement and
song, juSt as one or two experienced aftors are placed
in a crowd of supernumeraries to lead them in their
part of the play.
' The boy who was a satisfa&ory 'extra' would soon
be given small parts to play, perhaps those of children,
or Moth, Robin, or Fleance. It is unlikely that there
would be more than two boys in this beginner Stage at
one time, as th'e company would not want to pay out
money for a boy who was of very little use. For this
reason too his progress would be rapid, and if he
showed himself talented he might have small female
roles allotted to him when he was twelve. From this
time his advancement would depend upon his talents,
and would last as long as he was able to play women's
parts. But when he was an adult aftor regularly
.playing roles requiring skill and responsibility, his
experience as a boy would make it possible for him
to give very convincing representations of old women,